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Brownsville, Texas
Plato's Ranche,March 13 th (1866)
Thursday 5:30 PM
Dear Parents,
We are expecting a steamer every day now so thought I would commence a letter
to you so it would be all ready to send when she arrives.
I believe I wrote you in my last that we were going to housekeeping. We have a
nice cottage homes very much the shape of the Pay Masters house where we have been
living of which I sent you a diagram. We have one large front room and Plato's folks
have the other we each have a front door opening on piazza and doors from each room on
the back porch. Our kitchen is in the rear about ten feet from the house. We have no
dining room as yet but if we remain here intend having one built between the kitchen and
back piazza. The reason I say "if we remain" is that Plato's folks have had a nice little
brick house offered them until the first of October free of rent. They will take I think it
will be finished in about two weeks and then they will decide I suppose. I hardly think
we will go with them for the house is about large enough for one family. We can return to
our room that we left to come up here. I shall not care very much only for the moving and
trouble would not care at all. I think it would be healthier here through the summer but do
not think we need worry about that very much. I was over to Matamoras yesterday and
was weighed. I brought down the usual amount for me (150 lbs). We had a real nice time
there. I bought me silk for a new
. I have been uncomfortable ever since I came
here with my heavy cloak, but what troubles me most is how to make it up. You have no
idea how much I miss your sewing machine. I hate to make up anything and don't think I
will except just what I need to wear here. Linens in Matamoras is very cheap and before
I go home I mean to have a lot of them. Mrs. Plato got one
of 32 yds for $12 dollars
and another of 42 yds for $16 dollars. The $16 piece was very nice and fine as fine as we
for four dollars this
often get for bosoms. She got 7 yds of very fine almost a linen
you will remember is in species but we get greenbacks changed at .75 there is a rich
merchant in Matamoras an American who fought on the Mexican war and has lived here
ever since. He is very wealthy owns his millions and he is changing all his specia into
greenbacks with the intention of holding them until they are at par. The country is in
such a state that they cannot do very much business. Everything there is so different
from what it is at home. They have no banks but each man is his own banker and they
have their stores bolted and have to keep out bad company and in fact every dwelling
house has all its windows with heavy iron bars just as the crazy girls windows are
arranged at the County Home it gives the place an awful dull and somber appearance.
We had an invitation to attend the Theater there tonight but it is so wet and stormy that
we cannot go. Our invite was from an old batchelor as rich as Croesns he has a private
box at the theater all the time so you see we should have had seats among the nobility.
We attended a party last night here in Brownsville at Millers Hotel. We had a very
pleasant party the officers here seem to want to keep them up and I don' t know but we
shall dance all summer. I am enjoying myself first rate and will be contented to live here
awhile longer. The only thing I regret is that I'm afraid I will be cheated out of my trip
East this summer. How is it Mother have you given up going? You do not say anything
about it in your letters. You know our stay here is very indefinite. We may remain a
year and may not more than two months cannot tell anything about it. The white troops

have been all mustered out and will leave as fast as they can get transportation to New
Orleans an everything looks as if they would close up this post before long but even if
they do that the Q.M. will be the last one to leave and it would take some time to get
through on the whole I have about given up the idea of going east this summer but we
cannot tell what good luck will befall us so live in hopes.
I must tell you of a little adventure we had last Sunday afternoon we four started
out in an ambulance to visit the review of troops on the Plaza. After they got through we
started for home of the roads leading out of town the San Antonio road I think and when
we were out about three miles out and just before a turn in the road we happened to look
in the direction that the road would carry us too and saw six Mexicans run down a small
hill through the chapparell into the road ahead of us. We just saw them in time to turn
around and put for home. Warren now the major had written one their revolvers with
them so we would have been completely at their mercy if they had got us. The next
evening there was a whole party of us went over the same road on horseback and fully
armed but saw nothing of them. Mrs. Plato and I have both got revolvers and Warren and
the Major have these large revolvers over a foot long and carry a very large ...
I got a letter from Fannie which I must answer tonight. We have been so busy
getting settled that I have neglected my correspondents so shall have to hurry up to get
them caught up. I am expecting a host of letters on the next steamer and hope I won' t be
disappointed. Will leave room and tell you from whom I get letters I think it is about time
I heard from Cousin Henry and Nuck and Meal.
March 11 th - The Cresant is at Brazos and will leave early tomorrow so I must finish this
off. We have just returned from a horseback party and it is nine o'clock. Good night and
much love to all the friends at home and tell Sully not to forget to answer my letter.
Acea L. Purdy

